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Each of us is not only an alumnus of NC State buta-ieal sense—an alumnus of the Service-Learniogr®m, which
has, in the interim years since our graduatioassfiormed into the Center for Excellence in Cutac&ngagement,
broadening its mission, the scope of its work, idnpact. As students we each had the opporttnitstke part in
service-learning classes and experiences, to jpaticin civic engagement initiatives across campod also to provide
leadership to the Program variously as reflectemuers, community liaisons, faculty workshop féattitirs, trainers for
other reflection leaders, and members of the Progreesearch and leadership teams. Now alumni,ave hontinued to
stay involved, providing both advisory and substentontributions to the continued growth of PattWork on campus
and beyond as the Program, which so profoundly étgabeach of our lives, has matured into the Center

Patti consistently works with students to creatpaed, and redefine leadership roles in orderdoese the capacity for
student civic leadership at NC State and beyond.t&kes a unique and empowering view of what a oneshiould be
and has a long history of dedicated student leadesgeak to her transformative power as an eduaatba mentor; she
has been a role model for many more people thanestiges. We are better thinkers, better seneaudrs, and better
advocates for community engagement and for setemming because of Patti’s tremendous influence.

Along with a small group of students, faculty, atalff, Patti started the Service-Learning Progranthe NC State
campus. Since its creation the Program has hadeacommmitment to what we call ‘student co-creatibmpractice this
means students, both in the classroom and in fileephave always been considered equal partndteigeneration of
knowledge, in establishing the direction of thegPamn, and in creating a more engaged campus. Bon@g, Jason and
Patti worked closely to develop the role of thdeetfon leader and our critical reflection modeljrcrease opportunities
for student leadership and to enhance the qudlizma formalize service-learning; Julie and Patirked together to re-
envision the process of training students to sereadership and research roles in service-legrinandon and Patti
co-created guiding materials and mentoring oppdrasitfor self-designed service-learning capstoAdissa, Julie, and
Brandon co-authored an invited book chapter withi Bad in the process formalized the concept efviee-learning as
developmental journey” that has become key in teet€l’s work. Service-learning positively impacted education at
NC State in a host of ways, but in each of oundiaial encounters with the Program, our involvenmm@olided what we
recall as some of the most enriching, engaging temgformative experiences of our undergraduadesyservice-
learning was not just a unique experience on capfpusa defining one.

Furthermore, service-learning and its perspectiveigic engagement continues to impact us in oadgate studies and
careers. Mary Catherine has been a reflection idadenedical mission trips in Guatemala while iedical school and
as a doctor has begun incorporating reflective gsses to aid in evaluation and program enhanceinéig;changed his
academic focus from engineering to government amthiaking because of his experiences as a civieteatcampus, a
change that has resulted in a rewarding legal caaed Brandon studied environmental anthropology the politics of
community engagement in graduate school and islaomching his own non-profit focusing on civic eggment with
local environments. Not only did we each come titebbeinderstand our future goals and paths foirouglvement in
service-learning, but we carry forward with us imtpat lessons about the value and importance afaxiing our
learning, research and/or professional practick sétvice to and engagement with our communities.avé better
graduate students and professionals and betteem#tibecause of our involvement with Patti andPtiegram/Center.

Service-learning produces graduates who underst@nconcept of trusteeship. It is a testamentdgthwer of the
Program and now the Center that we—and othersibkecontinue to stay involved. We connect most proftty and
meaningfully to our alma mater not through contohureszolvement as supportive alumni in a generassehut as
engaged alumni dedicated to fostering the Centitarimpacts, including the spirit of co-creatamd student leadership
and innovation it embodies.



